RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY 


Annual  Reports 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH 

AND 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1971 


INDEX 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  Officers 


Preamble  to  Medical  Officer  of  Health's  Report » 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 


O  O  O  9  0  •>  •  t  t  9  0  1 


0  9  O  •  O  0  0  9  O  O  ©  0  0  9 


0  0  9  0  *  0  O  p  O  0  O  O 


PACE 


II-V 


VI 


Causes  of  Death  1  97l 


0  9  9  9  9  9 


Infectious  Diseases  Notifications  1  971 


Immunisation  Statistics. 


o  o  ©  t>0O  o  * 


»  ©  ©  •  •  9  9  0  O  O  O 


0  0  9  0  9  0  0  0  9  9 


0  9  9  0  0  9 


0  9  0  0  9  9  9  9  0  O  O  O 


VII 


VIII 


IX 


Preamble  to  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
Housing  Officer's  Report 


Housing  Statistics  1 97l 


0  9  0  9  9  O  C  Q  0  0  9  0  9  9  0  0  9  0  9  0  O 


0  9  9  9  9  9  0  0  O  O  O  0  0  9  0  9  0  0  9  0  0  0  9  ©  O 


Table  of  Inspections  and  Visits 


9  0  0  O  C  O  COO  09  0  0  9  0  O  O  O  09  O 


Housing 


O  €»  O  9  0  0  0  9  9  0  0  9  0  9  0  COO  9  C  O  O  ©  O  9  0  0  9  9  0  9  0  0 


Improvement  Grants*  oo» 


Refuse  Collection* 


Water  Supply 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection 


Diseases  of  Animals 


Milk  Sampling 


Pest-  Control 


O  O  9  9  9  9  0 


O  O  O  O  0  9  0  0  9  0  9  0  0  0  0  9 


O  O  9  9  0  9  9  9  9  9  9 


0  0  9  9  9  9  9  9  0 


0  ©  009  006  0  0  9  0  0  9  0  9  0  9  &  9  9  0  0  0  9  0  0  9  0 


Sewerage  and  Drainage  * . .  » •  * 


0  9  0  0  9  0  0  0  9  0  0  9  0  9  0  0  0  9  COO 


9  0  *  0  0  0  9  090  090  O  O  O  0  9  9  9  9  0  0  9  0 


0  9  9  0  9 


9  0  0  9  0  0  0  9  9  9  9  ©••  oof  090 


C  C  9  0  0  COO  O  6  0  9  0  9  0  9  0  0  *  0  0  C  O 


0  *  0  9  0  0  c 


0  0  9  9  0  0  9  0* 


0  0  * 


1 

2~3 

4 

5 

6 

6- 7 

7- 8 

9 

9-1 0 

10 

lO-ii 

11 


Infectious  Diseases 


Movable  Dwellings 


9  0  0  0  9  0  0  9  9  0  9  0  0*0 


9  9  0  0  9  0 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  * 


O  ®  0  0  9 


Factories  Act 


•  9  0 


■900  0  9  9  9  9  9  9  9  9 


11 


12 


9  0  9  9  0  9  9 


9  9  9  0  9  9  9  0  9  0  0  9  9  9  0  0  0  9  006 


1  2—1  3 


14-1 5 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
(as  at  December  i  971 ) 


Chairman:  Councillor  Maj.  Gen.  D.D.C.  Tulloch 

Vice-Chairman:  Councillor  G,F.  Kunkler 


Councillor  Mrs.  B.G.  Agate 
Councillor  R.J.  Butler 
Councillor  J.S.  Haines 
Councillor  A.W.  Sadler 
Councillor  R.N.  Swanton 

(Chairman  of  the  Council) 
Councillor  S.T.N.  Nut ley 
(Chairman  of  the  Finance 
and  Rating  Committee) 


Councillor  CeG®  Buckland 
Councillor  F.V.G,  Davies 
Councillor  M.B.  Nicol 
Councillor  J.A.  Whitmarsh 
Councillor  Brig.  G0  Wort,  CBE,  DL 
(Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council) 
Councillor  G-cB.  Lambert 

(Vice-Chairman  of  the  Finance 
and  Rating  Committee) 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 

"(as  at  December  i  971 ) 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

F.D.F.  Steede,  M.B.,  B*Ch.,  DoP.H. 

Clerk  (Mo0.Ho  Office): 

Miss  Go Mo  Boswell 

Council  Offices,  1  The  Green,  Marlborough. 

Tel:  Marlborough  2487  and  2474 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer: 
T.F.  Harding,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 

HoW,  Gillian,  M*A*P*H.I. 

Technical  Assistant: 

L*T.  Jones 

Refuse  Collection  Foreman  (as  from  1st  November,  1  971 ) : 

A.F.  Shorter 

Rodent  Operator  (part-time): 

P.N.  Raisey 

Clerk/Shorthand  Typist: 

Mrs.  S.  Eyles 

Shorthand  Typist  (part-time): 

Mrs.  Go  Chave 

Public  Health  Department,  Council  Offices, 

The  Old  Rectory,  Pewsey,  Wilts. 

Tel:  Pewsey  226l/2/3 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  in  a  similar  capacity  for  the  Borough 
of  Marlborough,  and  the  Rural  Districts  of  Amesbury  and  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury. 
These  combined  districts  have  a  population  of  75, .330  and  an  area  of  235,289  acres. 
They  have  appointed  a  Joint  Committee,  the  East  Wilts.  (United  Districts  Joint 
M.O.H.  Committee  to  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to  the  office  of  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  also  performs  duties  for  the 
Wiltshire  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service,  Education  and  Mental 
Health  Acts. 
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East  Wilts  (United  Districts)  Joint  M®0.H.  Office, 

1  ,  The  Green, 

Mar  lb  or  o  ugh  o 

Tel:  Marlborough  2487/2474 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District® 

Mr®  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  i  971  °  This  report, 
in  view  of  reorganisation  of  Local  Government  and  the  NoH®S®,  is  likely  to  be  jy 
penultimate  one,  and  is  compiled  on  similar  lines  as  last  year®  I  am  sorry  it  is 
unduly  late  this  year,  but  this  is  mainly  attributable  to  the  fact  that  deadlines 
imposed  by  reorganisation  has  meant  that  a  great  deal  of  routine  work  has  been 
delayed®  I  am  grateful  to  Mr®  Harding,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  for 
his  report  which  is  included®  I  am  also  Indebted  to  Dr®  Lycett,  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  details  of  immunisation  procedures® 

The  Rural  District,  with  the  Parish  of  Pewsev  situated  close  to  its  centre 
at  a  distance  of  seven  miles  south  of  Marlborough,  is  very  largely  concerned  with 
agriculture  and  agricultural  pursuits®  However,  it  also  contains  large  Ministry 
of  Defence  establishments  wherein  a  considerable  number  of  civilian  residents  find 
their  employment®  The  district  is  traversed  for  a  great  deal  of  its  extent  by  the 
River  Avon  and  its  twin  sources,  together  with  its  tributary  the  River  Bourne® 

The  countryside  is  extremely  rich  in  pre-historic  remains,  contains  many  villages 
which  are  extremely  picturesque,  and  has  a  considerable  attraction  for  the  visitor. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  was  satisfactory,  although 
undoubtedly  inflation  has  adversely  affected  the  standard  of  living  of  those  on 
small  fixed  incomes,  and  families  where  the  bread  winner  is  in  a  low  income 
bracket®  The  population  figure  of  the  i 971  census  shows  a  decrease  of  2,54 5  over 
last  year’s  estimate®  This  is  difficult  to  understand,  since  while  both  the 
number  of  births,  542,  and  deaths,  1 72,  are  slightly  less,  the  natural  increase 
amounts  to  370,  and  at  the  same  time  the  number  of  occupied  dwellings  has  in¬ 
creased  by  1 5,  and  now  stands  at  7*444*  One  can  only  assume  that  estimates  have 
been  increasingly  inaccurate  over  recent  years,  or  that  there  have  been  redispo¬ 
sitions  of  W«Do  personnel  of  which  we  are  imperfectly  aware®  There  is  certainly 
no  evidence  of  a  population  drift  on  this  scale®  The  illegitimate  birth  rate 
remains  at  5  per  cent,  based  on  28  births,  comparatively  high  for  this  district, 
bat  still  less  than  the  national  average®  The  position  with  regard  to  infant 
mortality  must  be  regarded  as  satisfactory,  with  the  rate  of  17«0  live  births 
based  on  nine  deaths,  none  of  which,  nor  were  any  of  the  six  stillbirths,  amongst 
those  classified  as  illegitimate® 

The  leading  cause  of  deaths  was  again  coronary  heart  disease®  Lung  cancer, 

7,  shows  a  reduction  from  last  year’s  comparatively  high  figure  of  13,  and  I 
should  like  to  think  that  this  indicated  some  reduction  in  the  cigarette  smoking 
habit,  but  I  have  little  illusion  that  this  is  so®  Deaths  from  pneumonia, 
bronchitis  and  emphysema  are,  at  2i ,  nearly  treble®  The  report  of  the  Royal 
College  of  Physicians  which  was  published  during  the  year,  again  underlined 
the  hazards  to  health  due  to  cigarette  smoking,  and  particularly  the  part  it 
has  to  play  in  the  incidence  of  all  the  foregoing  conditions®  Their  estimate 
that,  in  1968,  of  the  99,082  deaths  which  occurred  among  men  age  33-64  there 
were  31,000  premature  deaths  associated  with  cigarette  smoking,  is  worth 
repeating,  together  with  their  firm  findings  that  there  is  a  steady  and  com¬ 
paratively  rapid  decline  in  the  risks  to  the  individual  who  gives  up  smoking 
and  remains  a  non  smoker,  since  I  believe  that  information  of  this  type  should 
be  widely  ventilated  so  that  smokers  are  in  a  position  to  make  up  their  own 
minds  on  their  attitude  to  the  smoking  habit  based  on  accurate  evidence® 

However,  since  the  burden,  both  physical  and  financial,  on  the  N®H»S®  is  a 
heavy  one,  and  recent  work  published  by  Dr®  Taylor,  a  M«0.H. ,  seems  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  in  school  children  whose  parents  are  smokers  there  is  a  signifi¬ 
cantly  increased  liability  to  respiratory  disease,  every  effort  should  be 
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made  to  try  to  influence  smokers  to  abandon  the  cigarette,  and  even  more  important 
to  influence  the  young  to  abstain*  I  have  no  doubt  that  everything  should  be  done 
where  possible  to  discourage  smoking  in  public  places,  and  I  was  particularly 
pleased  that  the  Council  agreed  to  provide  permanent  notices  either  "Smoking 
Discouraged"  or  "No  Smoking  Please"  for  distribution  to  owners  and  managers  of 
establishments  and  other  places  to  which  the  public  have  access,  and  that  as  a 
result  a  great  many  are  displaying  these  notices*  If  as  a  result  of  the  publica¬ 
tion  of  this  report  any  others  would  care  to  display  them,  the  Council  would,  I 
am  sure,  be  only  too  happy  to  provide  them* 

r 

Only  5l  oases  of  notifiable  disease  were  recorded  during  the  year,  and  again 
the  majority  of  these  were  due  to  measles*  Last  year  the  figure  for  all  noti¬ 
fiable  disease  was  260,  of  which  1  97  accounted  for  measles,  with  dysentery  the 
next  highest  at  45°  This  year  only  one  case  of  dysentery  was  notified,  and 
although  1  am  sure  this  indicates  a  real  reduction  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
new  current  symptomatic  approach  to  the  control  of  this  disease  means  that  the 
problem  is  to  a  significant  degree  "swept  under  the  carpet "»  It  cannot  be  too 
often  repeated  that  prevention  of  dysentery  is  mainly  a  matter  of  attention  to 
personal  hygiene,  with  special  reference  to  hand  washing  routine  in  junior  and 
infant  schools,  and  perhaps  most  important  of  all  in  pre-school  nursery  classes 
and  play  groups*  Measles  is,  of  course,  now  completely  preventable  as  a  result 
of  vaccination* 

Sixteen  salmonella  infections  were  reported  or  ascertained;  of  these  fifteen 
were  excreters  of  whom  only  one  may  have  had  symptoms  of  gastro-intestinal.  infec¬ 
tion*  All  were  infected  probably  as  a  result  of  the  consumption  of  milk  derived 
from  a  herd  in  which  an  extensive  outbreak  of  salmonella  anatum  occurred*  At  one 
time  virtually  the  whole  milking  herd  of  77  or  so  animals  was  affected,  together 
with  about  an  equal  number  of  followers,  and  special  conditions  were  imposed  on 
the  sale  of  milk  and  cream*  The  one  other  reported  case  occurred  in  a  man  as  a 
result  of  handling  a  diseased  animal  which  had  died  from  salmonella  agama*  There 
Is  no  doubt  that  many  salmonella  infections  go  unreported*  In  my  view  they 
should  all  be  notifiable,  and  not  only,  as  at  present,  when  deemed  to  be  food- 
borne*  There  is  no  doubt,  too,  that  the  comparatively  high  level  of  incidence 
of  salmonella  infections  are  due  to  infected  meat  and  more  particularly,  perhaps, 
poultry  as  a  result  of  contaminated  animal  feeding  stuffs ,  mainly  imported* 
Ordinary  meat  inspections  will  not  affect  the  situation  since  the  animals  con¬ 
cerned  are  symptomless  carriers,  and  the  solution  must  be  the  elimination  of 
salmonella  from  feeding  stuffs  by  sterilisation* 

Housing  conditions  are  reasonably  good,  and  the  Council *s  record  in  this 
field  is  outstanding*  They  have  consistently  carried  out  annual  building  pro¬ 
grammes  up  to  the  permitted  numbers  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government,  now  the  Department  of  the  Environment .  It  is  no  fault  of  the 
Council  that  the  numbers  on  the  waiting  list  show  little  tendency  to  decrease, 
and  this  is  particularly  disappointing  in  relation  to  those  cases  which  have 
been  classified  by  the  Housing  Manager  as  "urgent"®  In  today* s  inflationary 
climate  one  cannot  but  help  referring  to  the  difficulties  which  are  being 
experienced  by  housing  authorities  in  keeping  within  the  cost  yardstick  laid 
down  by  the  Department  for  new  housing*  This  is  regrettable,  since  the  houses 
which  we  build  today  are  likely  to  be  in  existence,  barring  a  major  disaster, 
in  a  iGQ  years,  and  a  great  many  for  a  much  longer  period  than  this,  so  that 
"skimping"  now  will  affect  the  well-being  of  many  generations*  I  am  parti¬ 
cularly  concerned  that  not  enough  attention  is  being  paid  to  thermal  insu¬ 
lation*  I  should  like  to  see  specifications  to  include  such  things  as  cavity 
foam  Insulation,  better  fitting  exterior  doors  and  double  glazing,  spelt  out 
in  the  same  terms  as  the  present  Parker  Morris  standards*  Too  many  houses, 
particularly  in  the  private  sector,  are,  in  my  opinion,  being  built  with 
insufficient  space,  as  a  direct  result  of  the  high  cost  of  building,  and  it 
is  ironic  that,  in  this  respect,  the  immediate  post-war  Council  house  is 
superior  to  its  later  day  counterpart*  The  Council  have  a  particularly 
good  record  in  the  field  of  specialised  accommodation  for  the  elderly,  and 
I  am  very  pleased  that  the  warden  grouped  flatlet  schemes  in  existence  in  Pewsey 
and  Ludger shall  are  to  be  followed  by  a  further  scheme  at  Tidworth  planned  to  be 
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opened  in  i974>  with  a  further  scheme  to  follow  at  Burbage*  There  is,  however,  no  room 
for  complacency,  since  I  believe  that  we  need  much  more  of  this  type  of  accom¬ 
modation  which  should  not  be  considered  an  extravagent  method  of  housing  the 
elderly  applicant,  and  in  which  there  is  ample  room  for  both  experimentation  and 
variation.  Since  all  housing  authorities  are  increasingly  finding  cases  where 
old  people  are  becoming  so  frail  that  they  are  hard  put  to  maintain  themselves 
even  in  these  sheltered  accommodations,  other  amenities  which  might  be  con¬ 
sidered  are  the  provision  of  a  "sick  bay"  where  residents  can  be  nursed  during 
temporary  illness  or  when  awaiting  admission  to  a  geriatric  hospital,  and 
possibly  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  some  meals  to  supplement  those 
available  through  the  Meals  on  Wheels  service.  This  Council  has  provided 
kitchens  large  enough  to  cook  meals  for  the  Meals  on  Wheels  service,  and 
although  at  the  time  of  writing  meals  are  being  obtained  for  the  service 
at  Pewsey  from  the  Adult  Training  Centre  at  Marlborough,  this  has  been  a 
very  valuable  provision,  and  could  well  be  used  in  the  future  to  provide 
meals  for  residents.  Close  co-operation  for  the  care  of  the  elderly  is 
needed  between  all  those  interested  in  any  way  with  their  accommodation 
problems,  whether  they  he  Housing  Authorities,  Social  Service  Departments, 
or  the  Hospital  Service,  and  not  omitting  relevant  voluntary  organisations. 

The  Council  has  always  given  every  encouragement  to  the  improvement  cf 
properties  by  the  Grant  procedure.  Recently  some  criticism  has  been  heard, 
mainly  on  the  lines  that  public  money  has  been  handed  out  for  "weekend" 
cottages,  or  that  money  has  been  given  to  swell  speculators9  profits, 
resulting  in  the  price  of  these  properties  becoming  out  of  the  reach  of 
many  local  residents.  Although  one  may  have  some  sympathy  for  these  views, 
it  is  important  to  remember  that  the  .Improvement  Grant  scheme  has  saved  a 
very  large  number  of  houses  from  becoming  unfit  and  having  to  be  demolished, 
and  that  the  cost  of  improving  has  been  very  much  less  than  the  cost  of  their 
replacement.  The  maximum  of  the  grant  was  fixed  as  long  ago  as  i9hl  at  £1+00, 
and  has  only  comparatively  recently  been  raised  to  £\  ,000  to  provide  the  neces¬ 
sary  incentive  for  owners  to  improve  their  property.  The  city  worker  who  im¬ 
proves  a  weekend  cottage  often  plans  to  retire  eventually  and  live  permanently 
in  his  "weekend"  home,  and  what  better  way  to  test  the  soil  where  he  proposes 
to  put  down  his  roots.  Many  of  these  people,  even  during  their  working  life, 
have  a  valuable  contribution  to  make  to  the  village  community,  and  many  spend 
almost  as  much  time  in  the  village  as  a  good  many  residents  who  need  to  find 
their  livelihood  travelling  daily  to  nearby  towns,  an  Increasing  feature  of 
rural  life  due  to  the  continuing  drift  from  agriculture  as  a  result  of  amal¬ 
gamation  of  farms  and  mechanisation. 

During  the  year  a  reprieve  was  granted  to  the  small  village  schools  in 
the  district  for  closure  by  the  Department  of  Education.  I  am  sure  that  this 
is  right,  provided  that  the  numbers  do  not  fall  much  lower,  and  this  may  not 
happen  due  to  increasing  pressure  for  nursery  education.  Apart  from  the 
educational  needs,  the  school  plays  a  large  part  in  the  well-being  of  com¬ 
munity  life  in  the  village. 

I  am  very  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued 
support  and  for  the  kindness  and  co-operation  of  all  the  Officers  of  the 
Council.  This  has  been  yet  another  difficult  year  for  local  authority  staff, 
particularly  for  those  working  in  Public  Health  Departments  for  whom  the 
future  is  even  less  secure.  There  seems  to  be  little  insight  by  some  with 
regard  to  the  work  which  goes  on,  and  is  required  to  maintain  our  present 
high  standards  in  Public  Health.  As  I  have  said  in  my  previous  reports,  it 
is  crucial  that  the  present  relationship  between  the  Medical  Officer  and 
the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  is  maintained  when  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  disappears  and  is  replaced  by  a  Medical  Adviser  who  is  expected  to 
come  from  the  staff  of  the  N.H.S.  I  regret  that  the  appointments  of  Medical 
Advisers  and  also  that  cf  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  not  to  be 
statutorily  designated  officers  at  a  time  when  it  seems  likely  that  appoint¬ 
ments  to  be  made  by  the  new  Counties  in  the  fields  of  commerce  and  even  in 
the  supervision  of  gambling  are  likely  to  be  so.  This  seems  to  reveal  a 
rather  curious  attitude  cf  mind  with  regard  to  the  importance  of  Public 
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Health.  There  will,  of  course,  also  be  no  security  of  tenure  of  office  for  the 
Medical  Adviser  or  for  the  future  Chief  Environmental  Health  Officer,  presumably 
a  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  at  a  time  when  it  seems  as  important  as  it  ever 
was  for  a  Medical  Adviser  to  be  able  to  make  his  own  unbiased  comments  on  any 
matter  which  affects  the  health  of  those  living  in  the  area  for  whom  he  is 
responsible  without  any  fear  of  the  consequence. 

Finally,  I  should  like  specifically  to  thank  Mr.  Harding  and  his  staffs 
Dr o  Lishman  for  acting  as  my  Deputy,  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  their  continued  help  and  frequent  advice,  and  my 
secretary.  Miss  Boswell,  for  her  help  and  co-operation,  particularly  for  her 
work  in  preparing  this  annual  report. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Your  obedient  servant. 


F.  D.  F.  STEEDE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


6  a  JLH  aci  63  o  «  •  ooo  .  •  o  .  *  . 

Number  of  Parishes  . . .  . . «  *  * . 

Population,  Registrar  General’s  mid-year  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  and  flats  **. 

Number  of  houses  and  flats  owned  by  the  Council 
Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  i  971  - * . 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . . •  *  *  * 


o  «  o 

0  9  0 

ate 

ooo 

o  o 

ooo 


ooo 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  births  -  legitimate* 

illegitimate 


Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  * . »  o *  * 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  births 

Stillbirths  -  legitimate  *  * • *  o . *  « * * 

illegitimate  .  o  *  *  o  ®  *  ©  © 


Stillbirth  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 

Total  live  and  stillbirths  -  legitimate*.  **. 

illegitimate  * » * 


ooo 

ooo 


•  ©  o 

O  o  • 

•  ©  o 

ooo 


DEATHS .*«  o**  ..o  **o  oo. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population.* 

Infant  deaths  under  one  year  -  legitimate 

illegitimate 


Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ... 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  i  ,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  bij 

Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks)  -  legitimate*.  ... 

illegitimate  ... 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 
early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  y*eek)  -  legitimate 

illegitimate  . 


ooo 

ooo 

ooo 

ooo 


Early  neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  total  live  births 
Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week 
combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths*  ... 


75,828 

25 

22,840 

7,444 

1,694 

£738,376 

£6,866 


M. 

F. 

Total 

OOO 

262 

252 

5l4 

o  •  o 

1 6 

12 

28 

Tot als 

278 

264 

542 

0  9  0 

23.7 

ooo 

5-0 

ooo 

ooo 

2 

4 

6 

Totals 

2 

4 

6 

ooo 

11.0 

ooo 

264 

256 

520 

ooo 

1 6 

12 

28 

Totals 

280 

268 

548 

ooo 

95 

77 

172 

ooo 

7.5 

ooo 

5 

4 

9 

OOO 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

4 

9 

ooo 

17.0 

ooo 

18.0 

,hS  0  9  0 

_ 

OOO 

ooo 

4 

2 

6 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

ooo 

11 .0 

ooo 

ooo 

4 

2 

6 

Totals 

4 

2 

6 

11  .0 
22.0 


Year 

Infant  deaths 
Infant  mortality  rate 


1967 

1968 

1969 

1970 

1  97l 

10 

9 

10 

13 

9 

22.0 

17.0 

18.0 

22.0 

17.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  1  97l 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Bl9i 

[2] 

1  Malignant  neoplasm,  oesophagus 

•  ©  © 

coo 

— 

1 

1 

B19! 

lx 

>  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

o  o  o 

0  0  9 

2 

2 

4 

B19< 

)  Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine 

9  0  0 

•  99 

- 

1 

1 

Bl9(6)  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  "bronchus 

0  9  0 

6 

1 

7 

Bi 9(7)  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

9  9  0 

9  9  0 

- 

4 

4 

Bi 9(8)  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

9  0  9 

•  90 

- 

2 

2 

Bi  9(l  1 

)  Other  malignant  neoplasms* 

9  9  0 

9  0  0 

4 

7 

11 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms.. 

9  0  0 

— 

1 

1 

B2l 

Diabetes  mellitus.  ... 

•  99 

9  0  0 

— 

2 

2 

B4-8  ( 1  J 

)  Other  endocrine  etc.  diseases 

•  09 

9  9  0 

1 

- 

1 

B46(5; 

)  Other  diseases  of  nervous  system.. 

9  9  0 

1 

1 

2 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease... 

9  9  0 

2 

3 

5 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

•  90 

0  9  0 

3 

- 

3 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease... 

0  0  9 

0  9  0 

26 

15 

41 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

13 

7 

20 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease . . . 

o  ©  © 

0  0  9 

8 

4 

12 

B48(6)  Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

9  0  0 

3 

7 

10 

B32 

Pneumonia.  ...  ... 

9  0  0 

9  0  0 

7 

7 

14 

B33(l ) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema.. 

9  0  0 

0  9  0 

7 

- 

7 

B46(7)  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

0  0  9 

- 

1 

1 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer  ...  ... 

0  0  9 

0  0  9 

- 

2 

2 

B35 

Appendicitis  ...  ... 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

1 

- 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia. 

9  0  0 

1 

- 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

0  9  0 

0  9  0 

1 

2 

3 

B46(8; 

i  Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

9  9  9 

1 

- 

1 

B46(9) 

l  Other  diseases,  ge nit q -urinary  system 

0  9  0 

1 

1 

2 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies  ... 

o  o  © 

0  9  0 

- 

1 

1 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour. 

etc. 

0  0  9 

3 

3 

B44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

0  9  9 

- 

1 

1 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined  conditions 

0  9  9 

3 

3 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

O  9  0 

0  C  O 

2 

- 

2 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

0  0  9 

0  9  0 

1 

1 

2 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

0  0  9 

1 

— • 

1 

Total  of  all  causes 

o  o  o 

0  9  0 

95 

77 

172 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


Pewsey  R.D8 
England  and  Wales 


Per  1 ,000  Population 

Per  1  ,000 
Live  Births 

Per  1 ,000 
Total  Births 

Live  Births 
(adjusted) 

Death  Rate 
(adjusted) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

24.4 

10.2 

17.0 

11  .0 

1  6.0 

11-6 

1 8.0 

12.0 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1 971 
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IMMUNISATION  AND  SMALLPOX  VACCINATION  STATISTICS  1 97l 


Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Poliomyelitis  Immunisations 


Year  of  Birth 

1971 

1970 

1969 

1 968 

1967 

1 9 62-66 

1  938~6i 

Others  under 

1  6 

Primary 
immunisations 
during  i  971 

Diph* 

324 

38l 

39 

12 

1 

6 

1 

- 

Wh.«  cough 

324 

380 

37 

4 

0 

2 

0 

- 

Tetanus 

324 

381 

39 

12 

1 

7 

3 

- 

Measles 

4 

196 

67 

18 

11 

13 

2 

- 

Polio o 

341 

366 

34 

8 

0 

13 

0 

- 

Reinforcing 
immunisations 
given  in  i  97l 

Diph* 

0 

99 

1 73 

1  6 

90 

307 

13 

- 

Who  cough 

0 

93 

165 

11 

3 

30 

2 

- 

Tetanus 

0 

99 

1 75 

1  6 

92 

31 9 

22 

- 

Polio. 

- 

91 

127 

1  6 

89 

224 

13 

- 

Smallpox  Vaccinations 

(Vaccination  discontinued  as  a  routine  measure 
in  early  childhood  September  i  971  ) 


Age  Group 

Months 

Years 

0-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-1  2 

1 

2-4 

3-13 

Vaccinations 

1 

“ 

— 

2 

120 

137 

20 

Re -vaccinations 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

34 

-  IX  - 


RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  EEWSEY 


Council  Offices , 
Fewsey, 

Wilts- 

Telephone:  226i  . 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council- 

Mro  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  the  year  ended  31  st  December,  J\  97l  » 

I  had  very  much  hoped  that,  as  this  report  will  probably  be  amongst 
the  last  that  I  may  write  for  the  Council,  that  I  could  have  made  it  as 
interesting  as  that  for  the  previous  year-  Unfortunately,  the  pressures 
of  work  placed  upon  us  during  1  972  by  the  impending  local  government 
reorganisation  are  such  that,  not  only  is  this  report  extremely  late, 
but  it  will  have  to  be  little  more  than  a  collection  of  statistics® 

I  would  like  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  members  of  the  Council 
for  their  forbearance,  and  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their  support 

during  what  has  been  a  difficult  period® 

It  is  appropriate  that  I  should  record  that,  during  the  year 
Mr*  P-N.  Raisey  retired  as  the  Council’s  pest  operative  after  many 
years  of  loyal  and  diligent  service,  and  we  all  wish  him  well  during 

his  retirement* 


I  am,  Mr®  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer 
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HOUSING-  STATISTICS  FOR  1  97l 


1  .  Number  of  new  houses  and  flats  erected  during  the  year 

(a)  by  local  authority  .  .©  . .  ©  . . .  . ..  . . .  . ..  5l 

(b)  private  enterprise  ...  . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  7l 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts.  ...  8 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  8 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  .o.  ...  7 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation. . .  ...  ...  ...  8 

3.  Remedy  of  Defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 

informal  action  ©  o .  ©oo  o.o  ...  oo.  9 


4«  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts) 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  93  10  and  i  2  of  the 
Housing  Act ,  1957  - 

(i)  number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  - 


( a )  by  owner s  ...  ...  ...  ..o  © . o 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  - 

(i)  number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 
notices  were  served.  ©©.  . ..o 


(ii)  number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service 
of  formal  notices  - 


(a)  by  owners 


O  O  O  <D  ®  0  coo  O  *  ©  060 


(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners 


—  2  — 


o  o  o 


HOUSING-  STATISTICS  FOR  1  97l  (Cont'd.) 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 6,  1 7  and  27  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1  957  - 

(i)  number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  . . . 

(ii)  number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of 
formal  action..- 


OOO  0  0  9  OOO  0  0  9 


O  O  O  OOO 


OOO  OOO 


OOO  009  OOO  OOO 


OOO  009 


(iii)  number  of  undertakings  accepted 

(iv)  number  of  undertakings  completed  . . 

(v)  number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  made- 

(vi)  number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled- 

(vii)  number  of  houses  closed  as  a  result  of  Closing  Orders 
or  undertakings 


OOO  OOO  9  0  0  OOO  OOO  OOO 


(D)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1+2  and  43  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1  957  - 

(i)  number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders  were 
made 


o  o  OOO  0  9  0  0  0  9 


9  0  0  OOO 


(ii)  number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  . . -  ... 

(iii)  number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  Public  Health 


Acts 


•  •  «  0  0  9 


•  e  ooo  ooo 


(iv)  number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 
demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes- . 

(E)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  - 

(i)  number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made-. 

(ii)  number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled, 
as  a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit.. 


1 

1 

3 

4 
1 


5.  Housing  Act,  1957.  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding 

(i)  number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of 
y  e  ar  ...  . .  *>  ...  . » o  o.o 


(ii)  number  of  cases  discovered  during  year 
(iii)  number  of  cases  abated  during  year.. 


OOO  o  o  o 


OOO  OOO 


ooo  ooo 
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TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 


Wat©r  Slipply  «  e  o  a  o  o  o  o  o  .  ©  o  .  o  o  a  o  o  o  o  o 

9  0  0  O  O  0  0  0  0  0  0  O  O  O  O  0  9  &X  O  O  0 

ltOVclt)X@  dW^lllngS  900  «  •  ®  9  0  0  0  0  9  0  9  0  0  9  0 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal  and  collection  of  abandoned  cars 
Bakehouses  and  Factories  and  Outworkers  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Inspector  re  Pest  Control  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment..  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  (Schools,  Agriculture,  etc.)  ... 
Housing  Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936...  ...  ... 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  i  957®  •»«  <>•.  ...  ... 

Overcrowding  and  allocation  of  houses..  ...  ...  ... 

V  erminous  premises  .  o .  ...  .o»  ..<>  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits*. .  ...  . ..  ...  ... 

Improvement  Grants  *..  . . .  ...  ...  .  o .  .  o  © 

Infectious  Diseases  © .  ©  ...  ...  ©  ® .  .o.  .»* 

Slaughterhouse  Visits. .  .o.  o  o  ®  ©  o  ©  ooo  ... 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc.  •  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers  ..o  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  food  preparing  premises  generally  ...  ...  ... 

Market  stalls  and  delivery  vehicles  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  to  licensed  houses  .00  o«.  o..  ...  . .  © 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  Sampling  Visits . ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Ice  Cream  Sampling  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ... 


277 
36 
24 
1,988 
34 
197 
1 ,40i 
61 5 
1 31 
36 
44 

1,002 

NIL 

62 

285 

143 

NIL 

20 

42 

46 

14 

23 

52 

76 

50 

51 
59 


6,008 
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HOUSING 


As  is  mentioned  in  the  Preamble  to  this  report,  it  has  not  been  possible 
to  prepare  for  1  971  the  statistical  tables  on  housing  which  aroused  such 
interest  when  I  incorporated  them  in  the  report  for  1970.  It  has  just  not 
been  possible  during  1 972  to  devote  the  staff  time  necessary  to  prepare 
statistics  of  this  kind. 

However,  we  have  been  able  to  prepare  the  usual  table,  which  is  given 
below,  which  shows  the  numbers  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council  houses  in 
comparative  form  from  1963  to  1  97l  °  These  figures,  to  a  large  extent, 
speak  for  themselves,  and  I  must  repeat  what  I  have  said  in  several  reports 
recently  that  we  are  only  just  holding  our  own  in  respect  of  housing  need 
in  this  district. 

Writing  this  report  with  hindsight,  one  knows  that  the  impact  of  the 
weekend  cottage,  the  severe  rise  in  land  and  house  prices,  and  inflation 
generally  will  make  the  figures  for  1972  look  much  worse. 


Waiting  List  for  Council  Houses 


Urgent  cases  residing  in 
district 

Non-urgent  cases  residing 
in  district 


Total 

Urgent  cases  residing 
outside  district 

Non-urgent  cases  residing 
outside  district 


Total 


Grand  Total 


1 96,5 

1  964 

1965 

105 

102 

83 

192 

198 

223 

297 

300 

306 

23 

10 

14 

1  966 

1967 

1  968 

1 0i 

102 

73 

223 

222 

233 

326 

324 

308 

14 

12 

11 

1969 

1970 

1 97l 

133 

1 08 

114 

273 

234 

264 

41 0 

362 

378 

19 

12 

29 

78 

60 

62 

103 

70 

76 

400 

370 

382 

69 

96 

97 

83 

108 

108 

409 

432 

41 6 

123 

111 

103 

1 44 

123 

132 

334 

483 

31 0 

SPECIAL  HOUSING  AND  CASE  OF  THE  ELDERLY 


The  Council’s  plans  for  the  erection  of  a  third  grouped  accommodation,  in 
the  parish  of  North  Tidworth,  took  a  severe  knock  when  difficulties  arose  over 
the  use  of  the  site  which  the  Council  had  purchased  well  in  advance,  and  which 
was  ideally  placed  for  a  development  of  this  kind. 

When  we  first  built  grouped  accommodation  it  was  not  at  all  easy  to  let 
the  flats  to  entirely  suitable  applicants,  but  now  that  the  existing  schemes 
have  proved  to  be  such  a  huge  success,  the  delay  that  will  ensue  in  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  this  new  grouped  accommodation  is  greatly  to  be  deplored. 
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IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


The  usual  table  showing  the  numbers  and  types  of  improvement  grants  approved 
during  the  year  with  comparative  figures  extending  back  to  1  963  is  given  below* 

Members  will  note  the  drastic  increase  in  the  average  total  cost  of  dis- 
cretionary  improvement  schemes.,  which  is  again  a  reflection  of  inflationary  pres¬ 
sures* 


ll§! 

1  964 

1963 

1^66 

1967 

1  968 

1969 

1970 

l?7l 

Dis  ere ti onary  Grant s 
approved 

30 

36 

39 

26 

26 

19 

1 6 

47 

46 

Standard  Grants 
approved 

14 

12 

11 

9 

14 

20 

17 

11 

7 

Average  total  cost 
of  discretionary 
improvement  schemes 

£851 

£897 

£867 

£1 1 63 

£867 

£963 

£1 346 

£1430 

£2043 

Average  percentage 
grant 

38*2$ 

36.9f° 

36*1$ 

28*3$ 

38.3/2 

3*f.C$ 

40*0$ 

46*8$ 

40.0$ 

No*  of  houses  im- 
proved,  during 
year  by  Standard 

Grant  1  ^ 

No*  of  houses  im¬ 
proved  during 
year  by  Dis- 

cr e  t ionary  Gr ant  3 9 


REFUSE  AND  SALVAGE  COLLECTION 

This  service  has  continued  through  the  year,  and  if  the  absence  of  complaints 
is  any  guide 3  has  continued  to  give  satisfaction  to  householders  in  the  district* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  agreed  that  the  time  was  ripe  for  some 
form  of  productivity  scheme  to  be  evolved  if  we  were  to  keep  and  attract  the  right 
kind  of  men  for  this  work*  In  the  event,  the  Council  agreed  that  I  should  prepare 
this  scheme  in  the  office,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  work  it  was  introduced  in 
November* 

I  think  it  is  fail*  to  say  that  the  scheme  has  satisfactorily  increased  the 
productivity  of  the  men  and  increased  their  wages,  without  extra  cost  to  the 
Council,  and  it  has  also  enabled  us  to  maintain  a  spare  vehicle  which  has  resulted 
in  increased  flexibility  and  a  much  better  capability  for  maintaining  the  service 

in  the  event  of  a  breakdown* 

The  Council's  long-established  practice  of  insisting  that  all  the  material 
that  is  put  out  by  the  householder  for  collection  is  taken  away  on  the  normal 
collection  rounds,  which  is  in  line  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Government 
Working  Party  on  Refuse  Disposal,  has  continued  to  help  to  keep  the  district 
free  of  the  unsightly  and  unhygienic  piles  of  motor  car  parts,  old  prams,  cookers, 
etc*,  which  can  so  readily  disfigure  the  countryside*  It  is  unfortunately  true 
that  most  of  our  problems  in  this  direction  appear  during  the  summer  tourist 
season,  and  at  lay-bys  on  the  main  roads,  and  regular  clearances  of  these  lay-bys 
have  had  to  be  instituted  and  maintained® 
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The  Council’s  plastic  sack  refuse  collection  system  continues  to  grow 
steadily,  and  the  Ministry  of  Defence  were  particularly  active  in  converting 
their  married  quarters  to  this  improved  system  of  refuse  storage*  As  a  result  we 
can  estimate  that  approximately  one  quarter  of  all  domestic  properties  in  the 
district  were  using  this  system  by  the  end  of  97l  .  It  is  to  be  very  much  hoped  that 
reorganisation  will  not  mean  that  improvements  of  this  kind  will  receive  a  set¬ 
back* 


Prompt  action  continued  to  be  taken  in  relation  to  abandoned  motor  vehicles, 
and  during  the  year  under  review  ^7  were  removed,  using  the  Council’s  special 
trailer  * 

The  table  below  gives  the  salvage  results  which  were  achieved  in  i 97i ,  and 
members  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  this  is  the  highest  total  ever  achieved. 

SALVA&E  RESULTS  1 97l 


p. 

Waste  Paper  i P  Z\  0 .  i 7 

Rags  64*  90 

Metals 

Scrap  Vehicles  and  other 

metals  from  Tip  238*  00 


£1,51 3-  07 


WATER  SUPPLY 


We  have  continued  to  sample  public  and  private  water  supplies  extensively 
during  the  year,  and  the  sample  results  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES  -  SAMPLE  RESULTS 


Netheravon,  Enford,  Upavon,  Charlton 
Rushall,  Manningfords,  North  Newnton 
Pewsey,  Woodborough,  Wilcot,  Burbage 
Milton  Lilbourne,  Easton  Royal, 
Collingbourne  Kingston  and  Ducis, 
Alton,  Wootton  Rivers* 


Chlorinated  supply  from  boreholes  owned 
by  the  South  7/ilts  Water  Board. 
pH  value  7°9«  Total  hardness  1 99  p.p.m. 

75  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

6  non-faecal  pollution.  1  faecal  pollution 


Ludgershall,  Chutes. 


Wootton  Rivers  * 


North  Tidw ortho 


Everleigh. 


Altons . 


Chlorinated  water  purchased  in  bulk  from 
Southampton  Corporation  Waterworks. 
pH  value  7»5®  Total  hardness  235  p.p.m. 

49  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Chlorinated  supply  from  deep  well. 
pH  value  7«1  •  Total  hardness  285  p.p.m. 

1 5  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

1  non-faecal  pollution.  Mains  water 
from  Compton  August  1  97l  * 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department  source. 
pH  value  7*5°  Total  hardness  2l0  p.p.m. 

32  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory* 

Chlorinated  water  from  War  Department  source. 
32  bacteriological  samples  taken. 

All  satisfactory. 

Private  supply,  not  chlorinated. 

1  bacteriological  sample  taken. 

1  non-faecal  pollution.  Mains  water  from 
Compton  January  1  97l • 


The  table  which  follows  shows  the  mode  of  supply  to  dwellings  in  the  district,  and  is  in 
the  usual  form  but  brought  up  to  date  to  the  end  of  1 971 • ~ 


PARISH 

Number  of  dwellings 
supplied  from  public 
mains 

Population  supplied 
from  public  mains 

O' 

Inside  the 
dwelling 

By 

Standpipe 

Inside  the 
dwelling 

By 

Standpipe 

Alton 

73 

- 

21  9 

- 

Burbage 

41 6 

- 

906 

- 

Charlton 

14 

- 

5i 

- 

Chute 

84 

1 

252 

3 

Chute  Forest 

34 

— 

83 

- 

Collingbourne  Duels 

206 

- 

535 

n  Kingston 

107 

CO 

371 

- 

Easton  Royal 

93 

208 

- 

Enf ord 

21  2 

- 

657 

- 

Everleigh 

64 

— 

21 0 

— 

Ministry  of  Defence 
supply. 

Fittleton 

103 

- 

329 

- 

Huish 

2 

- 

4*8 

- 

Private  piped  supply. 

Ludger  shall 

(807 

_ 

2,663 

OBD 

Public  supply. 

(  70 

231 

" 

Ministry  of  Defence 
supply. 

Manning! ord 

153 

1 

403 

2.6 

Milton  Lilbourne 

132 

- 

396 

- 

Netheravon 

336 

2 

1,264 

7 

North  Newnton 

129 

2 

298 

5 

North  Tidworth 

(  286 

— 

1,258 

— 

Council  Estate. 

(2,087 

8,71  6 

Private  and  Ministry 
of  Defence  lettings. 
Ministry  of  Defence 
supply. 

Bewsey 

820 

1 

2,378 

2.9 

Rushall 

11 

- 

33 

ODD 

Upavon 

(281 

- 

953 

- 

Public  supply. 

(199 

6i  7 

Ministry  of  Defence 
supply. 

Wilcot 

199 

536 

can 

Wilsford 

7 

21 

- 

Woodborough 

97 

- 

24 2 

- 

Wootton  Rivers 

- 

89 

OD 

200 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 


There  were  no  notable  activities  in  this  direction  during  the  year,  but 
preparations  continued  apace  for  the  Council’s  projected  North  Western  Parishes 
Sewerage  Scheme,  which  will  deal  with  the  largest  area  remaining  unsewered,  and 
the  one  where  the  most  problems  with  house  drainage  are  experienced. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


196  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  in  the  district  during  the  year. 
This  is  a  considerable  improvement  on  the  previous  year,  but  nothing  like 
enough  to  ensure  that  the  premises  concerned  are  kept  up  to  scratch  so  far  as 
food  hygiene  is  concerned. 


There  were  no  serious  contraventions  of  the  food  hygiene  regulations 
detected  during  the  year,  but  this  does  not  mean  that  everything  is  entirely 
satisfactory,  since  the  detection  rate  will  depend  upon  the  visiting  rate, 
and  the  visiting  rate  depends  on  the  availability  of  staff. 

Here  again,  I  very  much  hope  that,  when  reorganisation  comes  about, 
sufficient  provision  will  be  made  for  the  employment  of  qualified  staff  for 
this  important  work. 


Ice-cream  sampling  was  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  table  given 
below  shows  the  results,  some  of  which  were  less  than  satisfactory. 


ICE-CREAM  SAMPLE  RESULTS  1  97l 


20  samples  soft  ice-cream 
6  samples  soft  ice-cream 
2  samples  soft  ice-cream 
2  samples  soft  ice-cream 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grade  3 
Grade  4 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the 
district,  and  also  shows  the  extent  to  which  they  comply  with  Regulations  16 
and  19  of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  i960  (provision  of  wash  basins 
and  sinks):- 


Type  and  No. 

of  Premises 

No.  complying 

with  Reg.  1  6 

No.  to  which 

Reg.  19  applies 

No.  complying 

with  Reg.  1 9 

Butchers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Bakers 

7 

7 

7 

7 

Fishmongers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Greengrocers 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cafes 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Fishfriers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Food  Factories 

8 

8 

8 

8 

Grocers  and 
General  Stores 

57 

57 

41 

41 

Licensed  Houses 
and  Clubs 

50 

50 

50 

50 

9  - 


The  following  premises  are  registered  under  Section  1  6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 


Act,  1955:” 

1  *  For  the  storage  and  sale  of  pre-packed  ice-cream  -  63 

2*  For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  -  1 

3»  For  fish  frying  -  4 

4°  For  sausage  manufacture  and  preparation  of  meats  -  7 

The  Liquid.  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteur .is ation  plants  in  this  district. 

Unsound  Food  Condemned 


The  following  food  was  condemned  by  your  inspectors  as  unsound  during  1971J- 


Cwts . 

IbS  e 

ozs 

Meat 

can 

9 

12 

Assorted  frozen  foods 

1 

43 

11 

Poultry  Inspection 


1*  No.  of  poultry  processing  premises  within 


the  district  .  <> . 


0  9  0  OOO 


OO  0  9 


2.  No®  of  visits  made  to  these  premises  ... 

3°  Total  number  of  birds  processed  during 

the  year 00  o « ©  ©  ®  ©  ©  ®  ©  00©  ©  ©  o 


4°  Types  of  birds  processed 


O  V  O  0  0  9  9  0  0 


5°  Percentage  of  birds  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  . © » 


000  oeo  eoo 


6©  Weight  of  poultry  condemned  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption 


1 

14 

65,000 

Broilers 

and 

Turkeys 


00  00 


550  lbs, 


It  should  be  noted  that  no  evisceration  of  poultry  takes  place  at  the  premi¬ 
ses  concerned;  the  birds  are  merely  killed  and  plucked© 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER ,  1 957 

There  are  only  five  premises  in  the  district  which  are  licensed  to  boil  pig 
swill,  and  of  these  only  three  actually  operate©  All  were  visited  and  inspected 
during  the  year,  and  the  premises  and  methods  were  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory. 


MILK  SAMPLING 

1l8  milk  samples  of  all  kinds  were  taken  during  the  year,  compared  with  1 87 
in  1970  and  208  in  1969°  This  decline  in  numbers  is  not  due  to  lack  of  diligence 
on  the  part  of  the  officers  concerned,  but  reflects  a  reduction  in  the  number  of 
retailers  in  the  district. 
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Sample  Results  1 971 


Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

Samples 

PEST  CONTROL 


subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Test  . . 


9  9  9  0  9 


subjected  to  Ascheffenburg  Test 

of  untreated  milk  failing  Methylene  Blue  Test 


of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Methylene  Blue 

Test 


o  o  ©  ©  ©  o 


of  heat  treated  milk  failing  Ascheffenburg 


Test 


o  o  o  ©  o 


©  ©  ©  o  © 


subjected  to  biological  examination  for  presence 

of  Tubercle  Bacilli* o  ... 

showing  positive  tuberculosis  reaction  *«»  *.* 

subjected  to  Ring  Test  for  presence  of  Brucella 

AbOrtUS® *  aoo  ooo  ooo 


showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  Test  « ® »  *  * . 

of  milk  showing  positive  Brucella  Abortus 

reaction  on  biological  examination  • . • 

of  sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  Test.. 

of  sterilised  milk  failing  Turbidity  Test  ... 

of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  subjected  to 

Statutory  Test  *o®  o ® . 

of  ultra  heat  treated  milk  failing  Statutory 


84 

84 

1 

NIL 

NIL 

9 

NIL 

9 

NIL 

NIL 

10 

NIL 

12 

NIL 


282  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  by  rats,  mice  and  other  pests 
during  1  97l an  increase  of  63  over  the  previous  year® 

As  I  had  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1970,  the  figures  for  that  year  were 
distorted  by  the  rodent  operator’s  long  illness,  and  the  1  971  figures  perhaps 
more  closely  represent  the  annual  norm  for  the  area* 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Although  the  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  with  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease  has  come  down  by  comparison  with  the  high  figure  for  i 970,  an  outbreak  of 
salmonella  anatum  amongst  a  dairy  herd  inflicted  a  good  deal  of  consequential 
work  upon  the  officers  of  the  department  who  were  involved  in  the  monitoring  of 
the  dairy  products  from  the  premises  concerned® 

41  samples  of  cream  were  taken,  of  which  one  proved  to  be  positive* 
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MOVABLE  DWELLING-S 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  88  licensed  caravans  in  the  district. 

In  general,  conditions  on  two  of  the  large  sites  were  extremely  satisfactory, 
hut  serious  problems  have  arisen  in  connection  with  a  third  site  where  there 
have  been  several  large  families  confined  to  caravans  which  are  wholly  unsuit¬ 
able  for  this  type  of  family  occupation.  Unfortunately,  the  Council  have  no 
control  over  the  size  of  a  caravan  occupant’s  family,  and  it  would  be  helpful 
if  site  operators  could  have  regard  to  the  size  of  the  family  involved  when 
they  let  their  caravans,  since  the  social  and  housing  problems  which  result 
are  often  extremely  difficult  to  resolve. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 

59  visits  of  inspection  were  made  in  connection  with  the  above-mentioned 
Act  during  the  year,  and  the  table  that  follows  shows  the  number  of  defects 
found  and  remedied  during  the  course  of  these  inspections. 


Found  Remedied 

Inadequate  cleanliness  0  0 

Inadequate  heating  0  0 

Inadequate  lighting  0  0 

Inadequate  washing  facilities  1  0 

Defects  in  floors,  passages  and 

stairs  0  1 

No  First  Aid  Boxes  2  0 

Inadequate  accommodation  for 

outdoor  clothing  0  0 

Absence  of  Thermometer  5  2 

Inadequate  ventilation  1  2 

Inadequate  sanitary  accommodation  0  0 

Inadequate  seating  0  0 

Inadequate  guarding  of  dangerous 

machinery  0  0 

Abstract  of  Act  not  shown  3  1 

Overcrowding  0  1 
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TABLE  A  -  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

(i) 

Number  of 
premises 
registered 
during  the 
year 

(2) 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

(3) 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 
(4) 

Offices 

1 

26 

11 

Retail  shops 

3 

82 

26 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses 

- 

2 

1 

Catering  establishments 
open  to  the  public, 
canteens 

11 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

3 

1 

TOTALS 

4 

1  26 

49 

TABLE  C  -■  ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN 

REGISTERED  PREMISES  BY  WORKPLACE  “ 


Class  of  Workplace 

(i) 

Number  of 
persons 
employed 
(2) 

Offices 

38 

Retail  shops 

292 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

30 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
public 

3 

Canteens 

- 

Fuel  storage  depots 

30 

Total 

433 

Total  Males 

2i  3 

Total  Females 

- - - - - - 

220 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1  96j 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1  97l  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT 
OF  PEWSEY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1  96l 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1  -  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) ® 


Premises 

(O 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 
pros ecu- 
ted 
(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1 ,  2,  3->  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 

Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers5  premises) 

- 

ss 

- 

- 

48 

34 

- 

— 

mo 

- 

- 

am 

Total 

46 

34 

- 

- 

2  -  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(if  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  ’’cases”) 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.Me 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  HeM. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

ac 

_ 

ea. 

(Sal  ) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

cwo 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  tempera- 
ture  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

14  - 


— 

Particulars 

<’> 

Number  of  cases  in  which 
were  found 

defects 

Number  of 
cases  in 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

5 

2 

- 

1 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
Outwork 

(Sections  1  33  and  1  34) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(i) 

Section  i  33 

Section  1  34 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list 

required 
by  Section 

133(0  (c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

Served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  — 


- 


J 


HU6SB  * 
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